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Kenya Kivaa / Meg Deamer n Lesotho Lerato n Liberia William Foster n South Africa 

Parent involvement runs high at the 
Full-Circle Learning preschool in 

Piru, California. Their annual Thanksgiv-
ing event showcases students’ musical 
messages about the habits of heart and 
parents’ cooking skills. It raises funds for 
service learning field trips throughout the 
year. A waiting list prevails again this year, 
in a town that could not sustain a pre-
school until the FirstFive literacy project 
requested a Full-Circle Learning project. 
Sugey Lopez, a six-year FCL veteran, has 
led this project for four years.

Above and Left: Scenes from the 2010 graduat ion.

Piru Parents Make a Difference

Piru’s Full-Circle Learning Preschool took the prize for group participation in the holiday parade in 2010. Parent involvement remains 
high and there is a continual waiting list for the program. 
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Kenya Kivaa / Meg Deamer n Lesotho Lerato n Liberia William Foster n South Africa Gabazi n  Tonga  Ocean of Light n  USA  Piru Preschool / Rancho Sespe / FCL Alumni / 

Imagine a project where you can make an 
architectural model of a homeless commu-

nity for an architect…create a model coop 
to challenge a country recovering from war 
and raise funds for war orphans in that coun-
try… decorate a tent for homeless Haitian 
children after the earthquake… take mu-
sic and art to a farm for abused animals, to 
honor the founders for their habits-of-heart. 
These are just a few of the many projects stu-
dents engaged in at Rancho Sespe in 2010. 
Students from 1 to 18 participated in classes 
where they had an opportunity to apply 
their habits of heart to a range of academic 
and arts related projects that related to direct 
local and global service in 2010. 

Each year, Rancho Sespe holds year-
round enrichment classes. It also sponsors 
an intensive Full-Circle Learning summer 
school supported, for the most part, by a 
Mona Foundation grant. In 2010, parent as-
sessments indicated that:

100% of students improved their:  
1) understanding of the need for coopera-
tion in society; 2) empathy for those who are 
different; 3) global awareness, and 4) musical 
capacities. 

90% enhanced their: 1) motivation to 
learn academically; 2) ability to cooperate 
around a common vision or challenge, and 
3) personal level of patience. 

80% learned: 1) personal self-discipline; 
and 2) a greater understanding of the rela-
tionship of habits-of-heart and service within 
the community. 

In 2010, students have conducted ser-

vice for four global partners and four local 
recipients, in addition to conducting many 
acts of service within their own community. 
One evening, as students made objects to 
give away to someone elderly or shut in, a 
student decided it should instead go to a 
family who had been living in the village ever 
since Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans. 
He worried that the family did not fit into 
the Mexican-American hamlet and wanted 
to reach out to them. At moments like these, 
when teenage boys run down the plaza 
laughing not because they have left graffiti 
on a wall but because they have left their art-
work on a doorstep to welcome someone, 
we know the projects of the program have 
become the convictions of the learner.

Rancho-Sespe –Where Convictions Emerge

Rancho Sespe served students aged 1 – 18 in 2010. One integrated learning unit included the song Friends of the World. Some of these “friends” from around the world were later given as gifs.

In preparation to visit the Braille Institute during a unit on appreciating unique capacities, the Peacemakers class made gifts to honor 
the partially sighted employees there. They made the gifts blindfolded.

Math, social studies and a study of the habit of Patience come 
together as the Rebuilders class makes bread to honor field trip 
hosts at an agricultural research project for mastering the habit 
of Patience. (The students toured a wheat maze after the tour 
of the farm.)
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Tarzana Elementary Habits-of-Heart / Full-Circle Learning Florida / Rhode Island / Providence 

Homelessness plagues many coun-
tries around the world as a common 

social issue. In many Full-Circle Learning 
classrooms, it captures the attention of 
students who are offered the chance to 
influence the destiny of other members 
of their human family. Students at  Tar-
zana Elementary, a Title I school where 
44 languages are spoken and new immi-
grants come from many countries, spent 
a school year applying the Habits of Heroes 
curriculum to the problem. 

 At the end of the year, the traditional 
mastery ceremony gave the students a 
chance to sing and to showcase their work. 
The children sang, “See Me,” a song about 
not allowing the faces of homeless people 
to be invisible. Next, something occurred 
that deeply touched the audience.

The graduating fifth graders gave 
speeches about how the project had af-
fected their own lives. One speaker was 
from Sri Lanka and another from Colom-
bia. The Sri Lankan boy told how his fam-
ily had come to America to escape the 
devastation after the tsunami left so much 
tragedy and homelessness in its wake. He 
had found an outlet and a new sense of 
conviction by seeing homelessness as a 
worldwide phenomenon and trying to re-
duce homelessness in his new country. He 
was ten years old.

His classmate, Coraima, had attended 
the Full-Circle Learning program through-
out her school years, yet she also was an 
immigrant. She told the story of how her 
mother fled from the danger and poverty 
then threatening families in her native Co-
lombia. She had brought her young chil-
dren to the USA to offer them hope and 
idealism in a new land. Coraima dedicated 
her speech to this courageous mother. 
She told how the homelessness project 
had raised her awareness of the plight of 
families everywhere in difficult times and 
helped her understand the importance 
of striving to meet their needs—even by 
reaching out with a smile. 

Tarzana Youth Speak for Homeless Families Everywhere

A Tarzana Habits-of-Heart graduate on a tour bus, Coraima, on vacation after a speech that left her audience in tears. 

A group of Tarzana Habits-of-Heart students sang holiday carols for elders at the local nursing home with Danye Browne and Tiffany
Barnes, accompanied on guitar by Hyla Douglas.
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CTC n Zambia Blessed Vale / Lwimbe n Teachers newly trained in 2010: Approximately 400

Nikki Taylor recruited her retirement 
community to conduct a traveling 

Full-Circle Learning program in her com-
munity. As others dropped out due to 
illness, she kept going. She and her col-
leagues, with moral support from board 
member Dr. Taraneh Darabi, have sus-
tained the Gainesville, Florida program 
valiantly through the challenges and 
changes that often beset an assisted liv-
ing community. Four classes at Hidden 
Oaks Elementary received and enjoyed 
the in-school program this year. “They all 
see themselves as members of one hu-
man family,” Nikki reported. Their project 
includes various aspects of the Full-Circle 
Learning model. Other schools want the 
program as well, “as long as my ticker 
holds out” and as long as the energy of 
these angel ladies can provide it.

Pictured here with students, Nikki Taylor and Ellen Martin bring greater context to stories. In their 
local schools, they are known as “the kindness ladies.” 

Florida’s Finest Ladies

Uniting for the  
Common Good

Dialogue with collaborators generates new ideas. 
This year, Full-Circle Learning has had the pleasure 

of unity with others engaged in the effort of raising 
capacity for the well-being of humanity.

Special thanks to Dr. Zhihe Wang, Dr. Angela Gan, 
Dr. Jinliang Qin, Mr. Shuigen Yu, Margie Maher, Niaz 
Khadem and others who have made presentations or 
influenced the conference planning process over the 
past year.  

Conferences included:
Winter	 Comparative and International Education 

Society (CIES) – on Nurturing Altruistic Iden-
tities/Climate Change Agents, Chicago, IL

Spring 	 Montessori Conference – on Full-Circle 
Learning in a Montessori Setting, Boston, MA 

Fall	 Spiritual Ecology – on Preserving Nature and 
the Best of Human Nature– Beijing, China

Fall 	 Full-Circle Learning – Various Applications – 
Hangzhou, China

Winter 	 Whitehead and Moral Education – on 
Reaching for Nobility – Claremont, California

Full-Circle Learning Academy students from the Humanitarians class in Los Angeles sent "older broth-
ers" to remind kindergarteners in Hangzhou of their loving family across the globe. Kahlil's picture 
went to this class at Fuyou Kindergarten, affiliated with Zhejiang Normal University. Countless gifts 
of love, creativity and service went back to the US in return. One 6 year-old, however, had nothing to 
give, so she insisted on sacrificing a prized possession - the tissues her mother had given her to last her 
throughout the week.



22   F U ll- c i r cle learning Journa l 2010 

G l o b a l  Fa m i ly  o f  s c h o o l s  |  G l o b a l  Fa m i ly  o f  s c h o o l s  |  G l o b a l  Fa m i ly  o f  s c h o o l s  |  G l o b a l  Fa m i ly  o f  s c h o o l s  |  G l o b a l  Fa m i ly  o f  s c h o o l s  |

Students whose families challenged 
the organization to launch a char-

ter school are still its champions. They 
helped launch the Los Angeles Full-Circle 
Learning Academy to give those who are 
younger a chance for the kind of school 
environment that shaped their own al-
truistic ideals about applying their gifts, 
skills and habits to create change in the 
world. They haven’t given up their efforts, 
despite carrying heavy loads in high 
schools or colleges to achieve their own 
altruistic dreams. Their ultimate goals are 
to cure or heal disease, create art and act 
on their convictions. They’ve been at it 
since first grade, and they still try to apply 
the habits-of-heart to change the world a 
little each day. 

In addition to holding reflection and 
planning meetings, the Full-Circle Alum-
ni Club this year painted murals for the 
school, assisted with the development of 
the school library, and applied their cre-
ative skills to overall fundraising efforts, 
among other efforts. 

Alumni Club – Where Idealism Lives On

This mural was painted by Full-Circle Learning Alumni Club as gift for the charter school it helped to found. The school now has about 
200 students on two campuses.

Each class in Los Angeles has a global partner. The Ambassadors class in 2010 sent a Respect quilt to their partners at Blessed Vale in 
Zambia. They included ideas about respect for human life and rights such as clean drinking water and compassion during serious illness 
(two foci of the LA project). These recipients were challenged to find local applications for the concept of respect after seeing the logos 
shared by their brothers and sisters across the globe.

Alumni club members and family members gathered with 
charter school board members for an unveiling after painting 
several murals for the school.

Global Family of Collaborators (Schools participating in programs in 2010) n Brazil School of 
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The Full-Circle Learning Academy Los 
Angeles (FCLA-LA), a non-profit orga-

nization founded on the same principles 
as Full-Circle Learning’s international orga-
nization, is headquartered in Los Angeles, 
California. The organization helps local 
schools connect with international sites, 
with 200 students in nine grade levels 
now participating. 

Full-Circle Learning hosted an Attitude 
of Gratitude event on November 14, 2010. 
Rainn Wilson and Neshia Brathwaite-
Farhangi co-hosted the event. Full-Circle 
Learning musicians performed music to 
raise funds to regrant for music programs 
at the Los Angeles charter school. These 
musicians (Chris French, Kristin Barnes, JB 
Eckl, My-Key Bellamy and Hyla Douglas) 
had donated their time to perform on 
Full-Circle Learning CDs. A student solo-
ist (Roman Collins) joined them onstage 
as they performed at a park to assist the 
school. Over the past year, the school itself 
has conducted many service projects of 
its own. Reaching out to adopted grand-
parents, honoring professionals who prac-
tice the habits of heart on service-learning 
field trips, and sending challenges to 
global partners. 

Partnering with Local Charter School, FCLA, to Extend Reach 

Students greet each 
other on the first 
day of school at a 
new middle school 
location in South 
Los Angeles. 

Roman Collins, an 
11 year-old from 
the Ambassadors’ 
class at a Full-Circle 
Learning school, 
sang a duet with 
Chris French, one 
of the instrumental 
arrangers and vocal-
ists on Full-Circle 
Learning songs such 
as “Gratitude,” “See 
Me,” and “Who Can 
Say?”

At a training work-
shop, charter school 
teachers prepare to 
teach their students 
to sing. 

the Nations n Chad  Les Etoiles Brilliante Rohani / Communautaire / Les Vertus / Vertus 

Music and art are not only integrated into academics but into 
every field trip, as honoring gifts or tools for advocacy. These stu-
dents from FCLA-LA show off their snowflakes for grandparents 
and global guests on a field trip.
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Full-Circle Learning thanks support-
ers for giving students hope. Without 

your sacrificial service over many years, it 
would not be possible to connect learn-
ers around the world as they honor the 
wisdom of all through global integrated 
education. 

Thank you for sharing the vision. Thanks 
for keeping idealism alive and well. 

Contributions are accepted through 
Paypal or by mail, at Full-Circle Learning, 
19609 Vision Drive, Topanga CA 90290. 
Visit fullcirclelearning.org for more details. 
Or call 310-455-3909.

Partnering with Friends

de l’Ere Nouvelle / Centre Lynn Whitehouse n China Fuyou / Greentown / Zhejiang Province n 

Thanks to the work of Dr. Marilyn Higgins, 200 teachers in Japan have received training in the Full-Circle Learning model. Miyamo 
School students created a book for the Full-Circle Learning Academy featuring artwork and entries by students. The English Society 
at Yamaguchi University  translated the book before sending it off to students. Community partnerships enhance communication 
among global classrooms.

Shirley Marks met with officials, volunteers and administrators 
during her stay in Zambia. She is pictured here, holding the 
Habits-of-Heart poster.

Board members and friends of Full-Circle Learing hosted Chinese guests in the US in 2010.
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Collaborating Organizations/
Institutions/Foundations
(in alphabetical order)

Baha’is of Southwest Los 
Angeles County

Braille Institute of Ventura 
County

Buckhantz Foundation
Center for Global Integrated 

Education
Champion Group
Chances for Children
Chapman University
EDI Health Group/EHG Fund
First Five - Ventura County
Gentle Barn
HUD - Ventura County
Longwood Manor
Love for Haiti
Meridian Health Foundation
Mona Foundation
One Percent for the Planet
Peace Corp
Phenomenex
Plan International
Posada & Associates, CPAs
Strategic Designs
United Nations Department of 

Public Relations
United Nations Environment 

Programme - Regional 
Office of North America

Vineyard Park and Recreation 
Center

Ventura County Parks
Whitehead Society/Claremont 

University
Yamaguchi University
Zhejiang University

Pledges/Sustainers
Bob Ballenger & Jeanne 

Hartley
David Langness
EDI Health Group/EHG Fund
Kavian Maghzy
Margie Maher
Ofy Douglas

In-Kind Service/Volunteers
(in alphabetical order)

Alice Williams
Alison Sanders
Andrea Grier/One Bag at a 

Time
Andrea Walker
Antoinette Wright
Artisan Cheese Gallery
Bob Ballenger

Charlotte Smith
Cherie Moraga
Chris French
Chris Pavick
Darrell Metcalf
David Langness
David Lichten
Davidson Efetobore
Douglas Rosales
Elly Jaresko
Emma Porter
Enya Edwards
Eric Dosier
Fariba & Farshad Mahjoor
Farzin & Shida Rahmani
Gabriella Hoffman
Guity Javid
Hifa Nassery
Hyla Douglas
Jason Witty & Associates
J.B. & Katie Eckl
Jenny Felimi
Jesse Gordon/Lucky 8 

Productions
Jose & Claudia Hinojosa
Judy Rector
Juliana Martinez
Kate Folb
Kathryn Adams, Ph.D.
Kathryn de Planque, Ph.D.

Kathy Rosales
Katy Anis
K.C. & Aimee Porter
Kira Mauseth, Ph.D.
Kristin Barnes
Laellen Rosales
LaMonte Douglas
Lehrer Architects
Lisa Patton
Liz Balin
Manabu Morikawa/Topanga 

Country Store
Margie Maher
Maria Ayala
Maureen Mungai
Maxwell Henkle
Melissa Douglas
McDonalds - Tarzana
Michelle Guire
Miguel Pena-Flores
My-Key Bellamy
Nancy Mizuno, CPA
Naudia Edwards
Neshia Brathwaite-Farhangi
Niaz Khadem
Nikki Taylor
Ofy Douglas
Pamela Starks
Payam Afsharian
Piru’s Parent Community

Debbie Posada, CPA
Rainn Wilson
Rod Mobini
Sahand Moussavi
Sana Moussavi
Sarah K.L. Wood
Shirley Ho
Shirley Marks
Shohreh Maghzy
Sonny Douglas
Soul Pancake
Stephanie Ochoa
Super Saman
Taco Bell - Fillmore
Tamiru Degefe
Taraneh Darabi
The Collins Family
The Lindsay Family
Tiffany Barnes
Topanga Homegrown
Topanga Town Center
Vicki McCarty
Vincent Gomez

FCL Board of Directors (2010)
Teresa Langness, Ph.D. Board 

President
Al Cadena, Vice President
Guity Javid, Treasurer
Naudia Edwards, Board 

Secretary
Payam Afsharian, Programs 

Committee Chair
Margie Maher, Programs 

Committee
Taraneh Darabi, Ph.D., 

Programs Committee
Kate Folb, Marketing 

Development Committee
Fariba Mahjour, Marketing 

Development Committee
Debbie Posada, Financial 

Advisor (non-voting 
member)

New Board Nominees
Joy Hurwitz
Marisol Rexach
Stephanie Rodriguez
Tom & Gabriella Hoffman
Tony Isaacs
Valerie Myers

FCL Advisory Board
David Langness
Kambiz Mobini
Leon Ferguson
Rainn Wilson

Friends of Full-Circle Learning

Ethiopia  One Planet n Japan  Miyamo n India  Nishanth Full-Circle Learning School n 

Award-winning architect Michael Lehrer, who has designed many public works projects, hosted FCLA 
charter school students to discuss ways to turn a profession into a calling. They sang a song about 
aspirations as a gift for him. Rancho Sespe students later gave the firm this gift of an architecural 
model village to house homeless people, with designs based on lessons learned from nature. They 
wanted to inspire new ideas for his staff.
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Kenya Kivaa / Meg Deamer n Lesotho Lerato n Liberia William Foster n South Africa 

Honorary Members
Bijan & Noushin Akhavian
Bill & Chris Garlington
Dr. Hamid & Mitra Rastegar
Kavian Maghzy
Dr. Soheil & Noura Samini
Soheila Rabbani

Regional Project Leaders
Brazil: Lisa Perskie, School of 

the Nations Director
China: Dr. Angela Gan, Zhejiang 

Normal University Preschool 
Education

Florida: Nikki Taylor, Program 
Director/Dr. Taraneh Darabi, 
Board Member

Japan: Dr. Marilyn Higgins, 
Yamaguchi University

Los Angeles - FCL Alumni 
Club: Sonny Douglas, 
President

Piru, California: Sugey Lopez, 
Site Director

Southern Africa: Maureen 
Mungai, Continental 
Director/Dr. Farzin Rahmani

Western/Central Africa: 
Tamiru Degefe, Davidson 
Etefobore, Facilitators

FCLA Charter Schools: John 
Vargas, Executive Director

Liaison to All Projects: Dr. 
Teresa Langness, President

Admin Support
Operations Manager:  

Hyla Douglas
Graphic Design: Nira Lichten
Web Design: Jason Witty & 

Associates

Full-Circle Learning Donors 
Agi Orsi
Akhter Hameed
Al Cadena
Alyce A. Morris
Andrea Walker
Ann Grove
Aspen Group
Behrouz Alizadeh
Behzad Mahjour
Betsy Johnson
Bijan & Nooshin Akhavan
Chris & Bill Garlington
Bob Ballenger & Jeanne Hartley
Bryn & Sherna Deamer
Carol & Michael Hundert
Celia Johnson

Champion Group
Nikki & Charles Taylor
Cheetah Inc.
Cherie & Jorge Moraga
Chris & Loren French
Cici & Badi Badiyan
Claudia & Alan Bingham
Dan Goldstein
Danielle Matni
Dariush Lamy
David & Susan Jones
David Langness
Debbie Posada
Debra & Paul Vercammen
Dennis Franklin
Diana Buckhantz
Diana Burks-Goodman
Diana Derycz Kessler
Donald Beene
Ebrahim Amanat & Mahin 
Mashood
EDI Health Group/EHG Fund
Elixir Entertainment, Inc.
Ellyn Olivia Jaresko
Emil Hartoonian
Farah Ramchandani
Fariba & Farshad Mahjoor
Fariba Kalantari, D.D.S.
Fariba Nooraninejad
Farzin Rahmani
Taraneh & Frank Darabi
George & Cathi Rimalower
George Jaresko
Gloria Abrar
Guity Javid
Haleh Rabani

Hamid & Mitra Rastegar
Hamid Tagdiri
Helen & Jordan Levin
Homaira Hashemi
Iraj & Neda Sarvian
Irene Cho
J.C. & Adrian Crowely
Jackie Parker
Jafargholi Amirmoazzami
Jane Dolan
Janet Thomas
Janice K. Frazier
John Berlin & Vail Kuizenga
John Cher
John Vargas
Jon & Julie Landau
Julie & Jeff Hayes
Kambiz & Sima Mobini
Kamran Naraghi-Arani
Karen Vossler
Kate & Brian Folb
Kathryn Adams
Kathryn dePlanque, Ph.D.
Kathy & Peter Hartz
Kavian Maghzy
K.C. & Aimee Porter
Kenneth Bowers
Kim Soriano
Laleh & Mehrdad Azadeh
Lea Ann King
Leon Ferguson
Lolohea Martin
Lori Goodman
Lucy Rimalower
Lynn & Nigel Whitehouse
Manouchehr Kamrani

Mark Herman
Martha Gomez
Margie Maher
Maxwell Henkle
Mayam Afshar
Mehrdad Amanat
Mehrdad Mohregi
Mehred Iman
Melanie Nolte
Mina Egrari
Nahal Yousefian
Nasrin Madani
Natasha & Yordan Trenev
Noah Blaustein
Norah Edelstein
Norman M. Morris Foundation
Omid Farhangi & Neshia 
Brathwaite-Farhangi
Ofy Douglas
Pardee Realty
Paresh Patel
Pat Nosrat
Peter Casey
Raheleh Arzani
Rainn Wilson & Holly Reinhorn
Renee Fraser
Roxanne Hart & Philip Casnoff
Rust Consulting
Said & Hoorasa Sapir
Sana Moussavi
Shab Azma
Shad & Soheyla Rezai
Shahla Asgari
Shohren Moussavi
Soheil & Noura Samimi
Soheila Rabbini Trust
Somira Samini
Stephaie Rodriguez
Stephanie & Rasha Drachkovitch
Stephen & Ellen Eder
Sue Schmitt
Sugey Lopez
Susan & George Sugarman
Taban Bayat
Tara & Brent Woodford
The Luna Family
The Pardee Family
The Rudin Family
Tom & Gabriella Hoffman
Tierney Sutton 
Trenev Enterprises
Walter Heath
Wendy Feldman
Zinat Hameedi

Full-Circle Learning also thanks the 
board members, staff members, 
donors and volunteers of each 
participating partner school around 
the globe. 

Students practice love daily at Fuyou Kindergarten, affiliated with Zhejiang Normal University’s early 
education program. As this photo was taken, after giving gifts of art and culture and love to their visit-
ing “grandma” to pass along, one child had nothing to give, so she rushed up to sacrifice her cherished 
packet of tissue, which would have served her needs all week in this ecologically-minded community.
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Gabazi n  To n g a  Ocean of Light n  USA    Piru Preschool /  Rancho Sespe / FCL Alumni / 

A Greentown student posts a heart saying “I’ll send my blessings to the children of Haiti.” Pictures went around the world to educators and children who had just set up tents in 
a park after the earthquake hit.
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